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Mr President, 

We welcome the Report of the Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Every single one of us should be free to walk down the street and live our lives without fear of violence 
and discrimination. 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and gender non-conforming people across the globe endure 
hostility, intimidation and exclusion based on who we are or who we love on a daily basis.  

The Report highlights the need to remove laws that entrench discrimination and stigma based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity.  

As the report positively notes, Australia now has marriage equality, and has led the way in repairing 
the harm caused by the criminalisation of same-sex activity, delivering formal state apologies and 
schemes to erase unjust historic criminal convictions.  

However, putting the issue of marriage equality to an unnecessary and harmful public vote in 2017 
fuelled hate speech and violence, and caused deep and lasting harm to LGBT people and their 
families. Sadly, this mirrors the steep rise in the promotion of bigotry and hatred around the globe 
documented in the Independent Expert’s report.  

Like many countries around the world, more work is needed in Australia to protect LGBTI people from 
public harassment and hate crime, so-called “conversion therapy”, and forced or coerced surgery.  

States can and must play a critical role in addressing the root causes of bias and prejudice which 
underpin this violence and discrimination LGBTI people face. 

We call on the Human Rights Council to continue its support for the Independent Expert in his vital 
and life-saving mission, founded on universally accepted human rights principles. 

This is about fairness and equality. Dignity and respect. Love and happiness. 

Thank you. 


